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Today’s Message 

 

Date:  May 24, 2020 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title:  12 Ordinary Men Called to Extraordinary Service 

 

Text:  Luke 6:12–16 (ESV)  
12 In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night 

he continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called 

his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named 

apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, 

and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15 and 

Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon 

who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and 

Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.  

 

Compare:  Mark 3:13–15 (ESV)  
13 And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom 

he desired, and they came to him. 14 And he appointed twelve 

(whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and 

he might send them out to preach 15 and have authority to cast out 

demons.  

 

Introduction: The Gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark, and Luke 

contain overlapping information. For this reason, they are called 

the “Synoptic Gospels” (meaning “seeing together,” or a common 

view). Mark’s account of Jesus’ call of his disciples adds 

additional insights not found in Luke. Therefore, we will consider 

the two accounts together. 
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We can easily overlook Jesus’ call of the twelve apostles, reading 

as as mere background information. However, an important truth 

unfolds before our eyes if we take a closer look at all the detailsof 

that event. In it we see that: 

 

Christ sovereignly appointed the apostles to produce and 

proclaim His message. 

 

 I. Christ sovereignly appointed the apostles . . .   

Luke 6:12-13; Mark 3:13-14a 

 

A. Christ prayed for them before he called them. 

 

B. Christ chose them according to his will. 

 

C. Christ “formed” them into the Twelve. 

 

 II. To produce and proclaim His message.   

Luke 6:14-16; Mark 3:14b-15 

 

A. Christ gave the apostles an accurate message:   

He gave it to them directly.   

 

B. Christ gave the apostles a universal message;  

He “sent” them with it.   

 

C. Christ gave the apostles a propositional message:   

He intended them to “preach” it.   

 

D. Christ gave the apostles an authoritative message:  

He validated it with miracles.  

 

E. Christ gave the apostles a life-changing message:  

He used it to transform them.   

 

Today’s take-home truth:  Christ sovereignly appointed the 

apostles to produce and proclaim His message. Therefore, to 

listen to them is to listen to Jesus. 


