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Today’s Message 

 

Date:  July 5, 2020 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title:  “Wonderful” Faith 

 

Text:  Luke 7:1–10 (ESV)  
1 After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, 

he entered Capernaum. 2 Now a centurion had a servant who was 

sick and at the point of death, who was highly valued by him. 3 

When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the 

Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 And when they 

came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is 

worthy to have you do this for him, 5 for he loves our nation, and 

he is the one who built us our synagogue.” 6 And Jesus went with 

them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent 

friends, saying to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not 

worthy to have you come under my roof. 7 Therefore I did not 

presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my servant be 

healed. 8 For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers 

under me: and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, 

‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does 

it.” 9 When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and 

turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell you, not even 

in Israel have I found such faith.” 10 And when those who had been 

sent returned to the house, they found the servant well.  

 

Introduction:  In this sermon text, we encounter a “wonderful” 

faith coming from an unexpected person: a Roman centurion. 

Several important themes are woven into the story. It foreshadows 

the universal scope of the gospel message. It enlarges the picture of 
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Christ’s mighty power. It stresses our unworthiness to approach 

Christ. But, the heart of the text is verse 9 where Jesus pronounced 

his approval of this man’s trust and used it to instruct the crowd 

about what faith looks like. 

 

 I. A story retold: Wonderful faith emerges from an 

unlikely person. 

 

A. The secondary character of the story is an 

occupying soldier. 1-2 

 

1. He was a Gentile. 

2. He was powerful. 

3. He was wealthy. 

4. He was respected. 

5.  And he was utterly helpless. 

 

B. The soldier sent emissaries to bring Jesus to help. 3-5 

 

1. He believed Jesus could save his servant. 

2. The emissaries believed Jesus should save 

his servant (because he was worthy). 

 

C. Jesus went toward the soldier’s home. 6a 

 

D. The soldier sent emissaries a second time. 6b-8 

 

1. He humbly declared his unworthiness. 6b 

2. He expressed faith in Jesus’ mighty power. 7 

3. He explained his understanding of Jesus’ 

authority. 8 

 

E. Jesus responded to the soldier’s faith. 9-10 

 

1. He held up the soldier’s faith as a 

“wonderful” example to be followed. 9 

2. He healed the soldier’s servant from a afar. 

10 
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 II. A principle received: Jesus helps the helpless who turn 

to him with humble faith. 

 

 III. Implications to remember: 

 

A. We are helpless to resolve our greatest need. 

 

B. Only Jesus has the authority to help us. 

 

C. We have no right to claim his help.  

 

D. Jesus helps the helpless because he is 

compassionate. 

 

E. All he requires of us is humble faith. 

 


