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Today’s Message 

 

Date:  July 12, 2020 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title:  The Great Prophet 

 

Text:  Luke 7:11–17 (ESV)  
11 Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples 

and a great crowd went with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of 

the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the 

only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable 

crowd from the town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, 

he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then 

he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And 

he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 And the dead man sat 

up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 Fear 

seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet 

has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And 

this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the 

surrounding country.  

 

Introduction: Jesus calls us to be like a man who builds his house 

on a rock. How? We must put our faith in him (cf. Luke 6:46-49). 

In chapter seven, Luke began a series of passages that illustrate 

faith, interspersed with passages that explain why Jesus is the one 

we must hear and believe. Today’s passage is a miracle story that 

makes clear the reason Jesus should be, must be heard and 

believed.  

Once again, we will retell the story, present the core principle, and 

finish by exploring implications of that principle. 
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 I. A story retold: Jesus the Lord turned crushing sorrow 

into exuberant worship in the city of Nain.   

 

A. The setting: Jesus and his disciples came upon a 

sad, sad procession at the gates of the city. 11-12 

 

1.  A young man had died that day. 

2. He was an only son. 

3. His mother had been there before. 

4. The whole town grieved with her. 

 

B. The miracle: Jesus the Lord changed everything at 

Nain that day. 13-15 

 

1. Moved with compassion, he intervened. 

2. Caring more about the mother’s despair than 

his own defilement, he took action. 

3. With divine authority, he commanded the 

dead to rise . . .  

4. And he did! 

 

C. The people’s response:  16 

 

1. Initially, fear gripped them all . . . 

2. But fear gave way to worship . . . 

3. And they praised God for sending a great 

prophet to bless them. 

 

D. The conclusion: the fame of Jesus, the great 

prophet, spread throughout Israel. 17 

 

 II. A principle received: In the past, God spoke by the 

prophets, but his message culminated in his Son, Jesus. 

(Hebrews 1:1-2, paraphrased) 

 

A. Jesus’ miracle served to confirm his identity as the 

Prophet who speaks for God. 
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B. The details of the miracle (death and resurrection) 

become significant only when we understand the 

message of the Prophet. 

 

 III. Implications to remember: 

 

A. God “is there and he is not silent.” 

 

B. God’s message to us is complete and sufficient. 

 

C. God only receives those who come to him through 

Jesus, the Lord. 

 


