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Today’s Message 

 

Date:  July 26, 2020 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title:  Faith, Forgiveness, and Love 

 

Text:  Luke 7:36–50 (ESV)  
36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into 

the Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman 

of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was 

reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask 

of ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she 

began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of 

her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 
39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to 

himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who 

and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a 

sinner.” 40 And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have 

something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”  

41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five 

hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he 

cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him 

more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he 

cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged 

rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do 

you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water 

for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 

with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in 

she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head 

with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I 

tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved 
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much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he said to 

her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were at table with 

him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even 

forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved 

you; go in peace.”  

 

Introduction: Our sermon text tells the story of a woman who cast 

caution aside to put her love for Jesus on public display. Why 

would she do this? She had received from him the forgiveness of 

sins that comes through faith. Consequently, her great love for him 

overflowed like an artesian well. 

This sermon will retell the story, summarize the principle that it 

teaches, and suggest implications of the principle that we should 

remember. 

 

 I. The story retold: Jesus welcomes and forgives a moral 

outcast who comes to him with repentant faith. 

 

A. Jesus welcomed the “wrong people” and was 

criticized for it by the “right people.” 36-39 

 

1. He received a lavish display of love from a 

notorious sinner. 36-38 

 

2. Consequently, his self-righteous host 

concluded that Jesus was a fraud. 39 

 

B. Jesus corrected this error with a story, a question, 

and an application. 40-47 

 

1. His story and his question revealed the truth 

about forgiveness and love.  40-43 

 

2. His application revealed the truth about the 

sinner and his host.  44-47 

 

C. Jesus publicly responded to the sinner’s display of 

love. 48-50 
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1. He confirmed that she had been forgiven, 

(thus confirming his identity). 48-49 

 

2. He explained that she had laid hold of her 

salvation (forgiveness) by faith. 50 

 

 II. The principle received: Sinners lay hold of forgiveness 

by faith in Jesus and thus love him above all things. 

 

 III. Implications to remember:  

 

A. No one is so bad as to make forgiveness impossible. 

(1 Timothy 1:15) 

 

B. No one is so good as to make forgiveness 

unnecessary.  (James 4:6) 

 

C. No one can secure his own salvation. (Romans 4:5) 

 

D. Everyone whom Jesus forgives loves Jesus. (John 

14:21) 

 

 


