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Today’s Message 

 

Date:  December 13, 2020 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title:  The One Essential Thing 

 

Text:  Luke 10:38–42 (ESV)  
38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a 

woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she 

had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to 

his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. And 

she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister 

has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the 

Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 

about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen 

the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”  

 

Introduction:  Only Luke tells us this story of Jesus’ visit in the 

home of Martha and her sister Mary. He includes it in his story of 

the life of Christ because of its theme, not because of its 

chronology. It highlights an important element in Jesus’ training of 

his disciples.  

 

 I. The story: A tale of two sisters 

 

A. The setting of the story 38 

 

B. Mary was devoted to Jesus’ teaching . . .  39 

 

C. but Martha was distracted by other things. 40 

 

1. Overwhelmed with work, she pitied herself. 
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2. Her self-pity blossomed into resentment. 

 

2. She directed her resentment toward Jesus. 

 

D. Jesus gave a loving response. He said, 41-42 

 

1. “You have missed what is most important.” 

 

2. “Mary has not, so leave her alone.” 

 

 II. Luke’s point: Loving Jesus with all your heart is not 

just a matter of doing; listening has priority over doing. 

 

 III. How shall we “listen” to Jesus and obey the point of this 

passage? 

 

A. Repent! 

 

1. Repent of choosing distractions over Jesus. 

 

2. Repent of proud self-pity and resentment. 

 

B. Resolve! 

 

1. Resolve to prioritize time deepen your 

affection for Jesus. 

 

2. Resolve to cultivate and express 

appreciation for those who love Jesus. 

 

 IV. Epilogue: Both Mary and Marth listened and loved, 

exhibiting great faith in Jesus.  

 

A. Martha believed Jesus, trusting that he is the 

resurrection and the life. John 11:25-27 

 

B. Mary loved Jesus, anointing him for his death. 

John 12:1-8 


