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Today’s Message 

 

Date:  March 13, 2022 

Speaker:  Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title:  Treachery, Judgment, and Love 

 

Text:   Luke 20:9–19 (ESV)  
9 And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard 

and let it out to tenants and went into another country for a long while. 10 

When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would 

give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and 

sent him away empty-handed. 11 And he sent another servant. But they 

also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 
12 And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast out. 13 

Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my 

beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw 

him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the 

inheritance may be ours.’ 15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and 

killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He 

will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” 

When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 17 But he looked directly 

at them and said, “What then is this that is written:  

“ ‘The stone that the builders rejected  

has become the cornerstone’?  
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces,  

and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”  
19 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that 

very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, 

but they feared the people.  

 

Introduction: Jesus told an extended parable, or allegory, as the leaders 

of Israel plotted his murder. He intended for his hearers to understand the 

story as an overview of the history of God’s relationship with Israel. It 

revealed that he knew their plot and that it would succeed. They would 

kill him—God’s own Son. But that would not be the end of the story! 
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 I. Jesus’ story exposed Israel’s final rejection of him. 9-17 

 

A. God carefully established Israel and entrusted her to 

spiritual leaders.  9 

 

B. God had the right to expect a spiritual harvest. 10a 

 

C. The leaders of the nation rejected God by abusing his 

“servants, the prophets.”  10b-12 

 

D. In an act of supreme grace, God sent his unique and 

beloved Son.  13 

 

E. As a final rejection of God, the leaders of the nation 

would kill his Son.  14-15 

 

F. Consequently, God would judge the nation and transfer 

his favor to others.  16 

 

G. Yet, through this tragedy, God would triumph. 17,  

cf. Mark 12:11 

 

1. Israel rejected Christ.  

2. Even so, he is supreme.   

3. This was no accident, but the plan of God.  

4. This plan is beyond anyone’s wildest dreams.  

 

 II. Jesus’ story climaxed with this abiding truth: God deals with 

people according to the respect they have for his Son. 18-19 

 

 III. Jesus’ story was about Israel, but it has implications for us 

today: 

 

A. God has the right to a “spiritual harvest” from us. 

 

B. God deals with us with patience and grace. 

 

C. God’s patience with us will not last forever. 

 

D. God will hold us accountable for what we do with Jesus 

Christ. 


