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Today’s Message 

 

Date: April 3, 2022 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: Responsibilities of Dual Citizenship 

 

Text: Luke 20:20–26 (ESV)  
20 So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be 

sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to 

deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor. 21 

So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach 

rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. 22 Is 

it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 23 But he 

perceived their craftiness, and said to them, 24 “Show me a 

denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, 

“Caesar’s.” 25 He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things 

that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 26 And 

they were not able in the presence of the people to catch him in 

what he said, but marveling at his answer they became silent.  

 

Introduction: At the beginning of the Passion Week, Jesus initiated 

a confrontation with the religious leaders of Israel (19:45-46).  This 

confrontation would build until climaxed at the cross. Today’s text 

records another attempt Jesus’ enemies made to destroy him. They 

attempted to impale him on the horns of a dilemma—one horn 

theological and the other political. Verse 25 is the heart of the 

passage. From it we learn: 

 

 I. “Caesar” has limited rights over us. 

 

A. We are subjects, not masters of the government. 
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B. We owe submission to the government because we 

benefit from it. 

 

C. We face no essential conflict between submission to 

the government and devotion to God. 

 

 II. But God has unlimited rights over us. 

 

A. We belong to God. 

 

B. Therefore, we owe him complete submission. 

 

Today’s take-home truth: The sovereign God deserves our full 

submission—submission that requires responsible citizenship. 

 

Implications: 

 

1. Remember that you are doing God’s will when you file 

your taxes. 

 

2. Show respect for civil authorities—especially when you 

disagree with them. 

 

3. Pray for those who are in charge. 

 

4. Obey civil laws unless they require you to break God’s law. 

 

5. Speak the truth without fear or compromise. 

 

6. Devote yourself to the mission of Christ regardless of the 

cost. 

 


