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Today’s Message 

 

Date: April 10, 2022 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: The God of the Living 

 

Text: Luke 20:27–40 (ESV)  
27 There came to him some Sadducees, those who deny that there is 

a resurrection, 28 and they asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, 

Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, having a wife but 

no children, the man must take the widow and raise up offspring 

for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a 

wife, and died without children. 30 And the second 31 and the third 

took her, and likewise all seven left no children and died. 32 

Afterward the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, 

whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife.”  
34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are 

given in marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy to attain 

to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor 

are given in marriage, 36 for they cannot die anymore, because they 

are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the 

resurrection. 37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in 

the passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of 

Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is 

not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him.” 39 Then 

some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have spoken well.” 40 

For they no longer dared to ask him any question.  

 

Introduction: Another faction of the Jewish leaders challenged the 

authority of Jesus: the Sadducees.  They denied the reality of the 

resurrection and so posed a question designed to ridicule the 

possibility of life after death.  Although this discussion revolved 
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around the resurrection, a belief that lies at the very core of our 

faith, it served as a foil for a larger issue:  the question of authority. 

 

 I. Another group assaulted Jesus’ authority—the 

Sadducees. 27 

 

A. Sadducees were Judaism’s theological liberals. 

 

B. Sadducees were powerful leaders—and rich. 

 

 II. The Sadducees tried to shame Jesus with a theological 

“trap.” 28-33 

 

A. The issue they used was the law of levirate 

marriage. 28 

 

B. They presented an absurd hypothetical situation. 29-

32 

 

C. They asked a question that they believed disproved 

the resurrection. 33 

 

 III. Jesus exposed the error behind their reasoning. 34-38 

 

A. He exposed their failure of logic: The age of the 

resurrection differs from the current age. 34-36 

 

B. He exposed their lack of biblical knowledge: They 

didn’t understand Scripture. 37-38 

 

 IV. Conclusion: 39-41 

 

A. Ironically, the scribes appreciated Jesus’ answer. 39 

 

B. But Sadducees were shamed into silence. 40 

 

Today’s take-home truth: Those who trust Jesus have the hope 

of eternal life—God has promised it in his Word. 


