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Today’s Message 

 

Date: May 8, 2022 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: “When Will These Things Be?” 

 

Text: Luke 21:5–11 (ESV)  
5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned 

with noble stones and offerings, he said, 6 “As for these things that 

you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one 

stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they 

asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be 

the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8 And he said, 

“See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, 

saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. 
9 And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for 

these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.”  
10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and 

in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors 

and great signs from heaven.  

 

Introduction: Jesus had concluded his public ministry. One evening 

near the end of his Passion Week, Jesus sat on the side of the Mount 

of Olives with a good view of magnificent temple across the short 

span of the Kidron Valley. From that vantage point, Jesus predicted 

the destruction of the temple. Then he entered into conversation 

with a small group of his disciples about the events of this age that 

will climax with the Second Coming of Jesus.  

 

Today’s take-home truth: In this age of chaos, we resolve to 

follow Christ faithfully, trusting his sovereign wisdom. 
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 I. The Lord judged Israel because she rejected Christ. 5-6 

 

A. The temple was the center of national religion—and 

pride. 

 

B. Jesus predicted its destruction. 

 

 II. Disciples asked Jesus to explain his prediction. 7 

 

A. They wanted to know about the timing of Israel’s 

judgment. 

 

B. They wanted to know about the timing of Israel’s 

restoration (cf. Matthew and Mark). 

 

 III. Jesus’ explanation spans this age, beginning with things 

that precede the end. 8-11 

 

A. The global consequences of Israel’s rejection of 

Christ: 

 

1. Instead of truth, deception. 8 

 

2. Instead of peace, war. 9-10 

 

3. Instead of safety, disasters. 11 

 

B. In the face of such trouble, disciples have two 

responsibilities: 

 

1. Do not be deceived. 8 

 

2. Do not be afraid. 9a 

 

C. Disciples can rest assured that even seasons of 

severe chaos serve the Father’s great plan. 9b 

 


