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Today’s Message 

 

Date: September 18, 2022 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: The Perversion of Justice, Part 2 

 

Text: Luke 23:1–25 (ESV)  
1 Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2 

And they began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading 

our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he 

himself is Christ, a king.” 3 And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of 

the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” 4 Then Pilate said 

to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” 5 But 

they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all 

Judea, from Galilee even to this place.”  
6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 

And when he learned that he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent 

him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When 

Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, 

because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign 

done by him. 9 So he questioned him at some length, but he made no 

answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 

accusing him. 11 And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt 

and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him 

back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other 

that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other.  
13 Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the 

people, 14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was 

misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I 

did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 Neither 

did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has 

been done by him. 16 I will therefore punish and release him.” 18 But they 

all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us 

Barabbas”— 19 a man who had been thrown into prison for an 

insurrection started in the city and for murder. 20 Pilate addressed them 
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once more, desiring to release Jesus, 21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify, 

crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to them, “Why? What evil has he 

done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore 

punish and release him.” 23 But they were urgent, demanding with loud 

cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate 

decided that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man who 

had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they 

asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.  

 
Introduction: The trial of Jesus occurred in two parts. The first part was 

conducted by the religious leaders of the Jews (Luke 22:63-71). The 

second part involved the civil government, specifically the Roman 

governor, Pontius Pilate. 

 

 I. Introducing the key participants.  

 

A. Here is what we know about Pontius Pilate. 

 

B. Here is what we know about Herod Antipas. 

 

 II. The story retold: Jesus was unjustly condemned to die in the 

place of another. 

 

A. The first phase of the trial (before Pilate) 1-5 

 

B. The second phase of the trial (before Herod) 6-12 

 

C. The third phase of the trial (before Pilate) 13-25 

 

 III. The truth we learn:  

  The “nations raged against the Lord and his Christ” but they 

only did what the Lord “predestined to occur.” Cf. Acts 4:24-

28 

 

 IV. Implications: 

 

A. Our depraved condition is worse than we realize.  

 
B. Christ’s love for us runs deeper than we can know. 

 
C. God’s eternal glory is worth more than we imagine.  


