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Today’s Message 

 

Date: September 25, 2022 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: Misplaced Tears 

 

Text: Luke 23:26–31 (ESV)  
26 And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, 

who was coming in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to 

carry it behind Jesus. 27 And there followed him a great multitude 

of the people and of women who were mourning and lamenting for 

him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do 

not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.  
29 For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are 

the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never 

nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on 

us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things when 

the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”  

 

Introduction: Jesus left Pilate’s judgment hall and moved toward the 

cross. The focal point of today’s passage is Jesus’ conversation with 

a group of women who followed him through the streets of 

Jerusalem, weeping as they went. He told them that their tears were 

misplaced. Instead of crying for him, they should weep for 

themselves and for their children. It was a warning of coming 

judgment on those who rejected him. Yet, in the midst of these dark 

circumstances, we find evidence of God’s gracious providence at 

work. 

 

 I. Jesus declared that Jerusalem’s tears were misplaced. 

27-28 

 



2 

 

A. Sentimental tears for him were of no value. 27-28a 

 

B. God required tears of repentance. 28b 

 

1. “Repent for your sake.” 

 

2. “Repent for the sake of your children.” 

 

 II. Jesus explained that the certainty and severity of 

judgment made repentance urgent. 29-31 

 

A. God’s coming judgment will make childlessness a 

blessing. 29 

 

B. God’s coming judgment will make the unrepentant 

wish for annihilation. 30 

 

C. God’s judgment will be worse than anyone 

imagines. 31 

 

 III. But a ray of the light of grace shone in the gathering 

darkness of God’s judgment. 26 

 

A. Simon of Cyrene was commandeered to carry 

Jesus’ cross . . .  

 

B. And his life was never the same. 

 

 

Today’s take-home truth: For your sake and the sake of your 

family, flee the coming judgment through repentant faith in 

Christ. 

 

 


