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Today’s Message 

 

Date: October 2, 2022 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: Priest and Victim 

 

Text: Luke 23:32–38 (ESV)  
32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to 

death with him. 33 And when they came to the place that is called 

The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his 

right and one on his left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, 

for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 

garments. 35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers 

scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if 

he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also 

mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, 

“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also 

an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”  

 

Introduction: In this sermon text, Jesus was led to the place of his 

execution. The injustice continued as he was crucified between two 

thieves, scoffed, and mocked. Some onlookers thought it amusing 

that the placard above Jesus’ head declared that he was the King of 

the Jews. But we know that the crown follows the cross. 

 

 I. Victim: In the plan of God, Jesus became the sacrifice 

for us. 32-33 

 

A. He submitted to a “cross-death” in our place. 33a 

(cf. Philippians 2:8) 
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B. Though innocent, he was “numbered with the 

transgressors.” 32, 33b 

(cf. Isaiah 53:12) 

 

C. He “despised the shame” of the cross.  

(Hebrews 12:2) 

 

1. The soldiers stripped him. 34b 

 

2. The crowd stared at him. 35a 

 

3. The Jews scoffed at him. 35b 

 

4. The Gentiles mocked him. 36-37 

 

 II. Priest: His crucifixion for us was essential for our 

forgiveness.  

 

A. Jesus prayed for the Father to forgive his 

tormenters. 34a 

 

B. Jesus secured full forgiveness for all who trust him.  

(cf. Colossians 1:13-14) 

 

 III. King: Because Jesus is both Victim and Priest, he has 

received an eternal kingdom.  

 

Today’s take-home truth: There is a crown because there was 

a cross. 

 

 

 


