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Today’s Message 

 

Date: October 23, 2022 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: “Laid Him In a Tomb” 

 

Text: Luke 23:50–56 (ESV)  
50 Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of 

Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous 

man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and action; and he 

was looking for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate 

and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down and 

wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, 

where no one had ever yet been laid. 54 It was the day of 

Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who 

had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and 

how his body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices 

and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to the 

commandment.  

 

Introduction: This sermon text has a somber tone. Jesus, now dead, 

was buried in a borrowed tomb. His body was prepared with both 

respect and haste. Luke singled out two groups who participated in 

this grim act of love. First, a man named Joseph played a cameo 

role—his only appearance in the gospels. Second, the women who 

followed Jesus, ever present and ever faithful, witnessed the burial 

and then prepared to return to complete the task after the Sabbath 

had passed.  

 

All four of the Gospel writers give attention to the details of Jesus 

burial. We may well ask, what made the burial itself significant? 

That is a question we will explore in this sermon. 
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 I. The story retold: Two groups of people collaborated to 

bury Jesus with honor and respect. 

 

A. Two rulers of the Jews prepared Jesus’ body and 

laid him in a new tomb. 50-54, cf. John 19:39 

 

B. Faithful women observed the burial and made plans 

to complete work. 55-56 

 

 II. Luke’s point in telling the story: Jesus truly died. 

 

A. His death was a historical event. 

 

B. His death was an irrefutable event. 

 

 III. Implications: The details of Jesus’ burial are not 

incidental; they are vital. 

 

A. They demonstrate the truth of God’s word. 

 

B. They demonstrate the mortality of God’s Messiah. 

 

1. His mortality was essential to the 

incarnation.  

 

2. His mortality was essential to the atonement. 

 

3. His mortality was essential to the 

resurrection. 

 

Today’s take-home truth: Jesus truly died so that all who trust 

him may be certain of their place in his kingdom. 

 

 


