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Today’s Message 

 

Date: January 29, 2023 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: Sola Scriptura1 

 

Text: 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV)  
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man 

of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  

 

Introduction: “Sola Scriptura means that only Scripture, because it is 

God’s inspired Word, is our inerrant, sufficient, and final authority for 

the church.”2 

 

The doctrine: 

 

 I.  The biblical story logically upholds sola scriptura. 

 

 

 II. Biblical texts specifically teach sola scriptura.  

 

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV)  

 

A. God gave us his powerful words in Scripture (inspired). 

16a 

 

1. Because God’s words are Scripture, we can 

understand them (perspicuous). 

 
1 This sermon is adapted from an addresses delivered on October 27, 

2017, to mark the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 
2 Matthew Barrett, God’s Word Alone—The Authority of Scripture: 

What the Reformers Taught . . . and Why It Still Matters (Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan, 2016), 23. 
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2. Because Scripture is God’s words, we must 

believe it (inerrant). 

 

B. God applies his powerful words to transform us 

(infallible). 16b 

 

C. God uses his powerful words to equip us for all He 

requires (sufficient) 17 

 

The implications: 

 

 III. Challenges to sola scriptura exist today among heirs of the 

Reformation. 

 

Some misunderstand and misapply sola scriptura.  

 

A. They think it means the Scriptures without history. 

 

B. They think it means the Scriptures without community. 

 

C. They think it means the Scriptures without boundaries. 

 

 IV. To address these challenges, our church must: 

 

A. Cultivate a taste for historical theology and its 

importance. 

 

B. Establish meaningful, visible relationships that coalesce 

around our common faith. 

 

C. Uphold the teaching and preaching of the “plain sense” 

of Scripture as the centerpiece of what we do. 

 

Today’s take-home truth: The Bible really does teach sola scriptura. 

Therefore, we have a legacy to entrust to the next generation by 

upholding it in our own. 


