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Today’s Message 

 

Date: Christmas Day, 2022 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: The Light Shines in the Darkness 

 

Text: John 1:4–13 (ESV)  
4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness about the light.  
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 

world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and 

his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of 

the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  

 

Introduction: The Gospel of John does not begin the story of Jesus 

with a baby in a manger. He summons us to imagine the Triune 

God in eternity past. There he “shows” us the divine Son of God, 

one in essence with the Father (1:1), who would step into human 

history as a man (1:14), to fully reveal God to us (1:18). Jesus 

Christ is the epitome of God’s self-revelation to us, therefore the 

Bible calls him the Word. John tells us that Christ, is the uncreated 

Creator (1:3) who gives light and life. 

 

Today’s take-home truth: Jesus came to shine the light that 

dispels darkness and gives life to all who trust in him. 
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 I. “The light of the world is Jesus.” 4-5 

 

A. He is the exclusive source. 4 

 

1. He gave the light and life to the creation. 

 

2. He now gives light and life to a new 

creation. 

 

B. He is the unquenchable source. 5 

 

 II. God clearly identified the light. 6-8 

 

A. God sent John to be his prophet. 6 

 

B. God sent John to testify about the light. 7a 

 

C. God sent John so all might believe the light. 7b-8 

 

 III. Most of the world rejected the light. 9-11 

 

A. The light came into the world. 9 

 

1. He is the true light. 

 

2. He is the light that shines on everyone. 

 

B. The light was unknown by the world. 10 

 

C. The light was rejected by his own people. 11 

 

 IV. But some received the light. 12-13 

 

A. By faith alone . . . 12a 

 

B. They became children of God . . . 12b 

 

C. Reborn by the sovereign will of God. 13 


