
 

 

 
Today’s Message 

 

Date: January 1, 2023 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: The Blessing That Brings Worship, Joy, and Praise 

 

Text: Luke 24:50–53 (ESV)  
50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands 

he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them 

and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the 

temple blessing God.  

 

Introduction: Luke brings his account of Christ’s first advent to a 

close in four verses. He tells the story of the ascension with an 

economy of words. Sadly, many church traditions largely ignore 

this great climax, treating it almost as an incidental footnote in the 

life and ministry of Jesus. Yet, this event simultaneously marks the 

conclusion of Christ’s mission and the threshold of the Church’s 

mission. 

 

Today’s take-home truth: The glory of our exalted Savior fuels 

our mission to proclaim the message of the Kingdom. 

 

 I. The story retold: Christ’s first advent ended 

dramatically with his ascension to heaven.  

 

A. Christ chose a significant location for his departure. 

50a 

 

B. Christ pronounced a final blessing on his followers. 

50b 



 

 

C. Christ ascended into heaven in open view. 51 

 

D. Christ received the full devotion of his followers: 

52-53 

 

1. They worshiped Christ. 52a 

 

2. They joyfully obeyed Christ. 52b 

 

3. They continually offered thankful praise to 

God because of Christ. 53 

 

 II. Implications: The ascension of Christ into heaven has 

the power to transform those who meditate upon it. 

 

A. It transforms our priorities. 

 

B. It prefigures our welcome in the Father’s house. 

 

C. It emboldens our commitment to the mission. 

 

D. It anchors our hope in the future kingdom. 
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