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Today’s Message 

 

Date: January 15, 2023 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: Truth Matters—Then and Now, Part 1 

 

Text: Proverbs 29:18 

Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint,  

   but blessed is he who keeps the law. 

 

Introduction: In his 2003 book, City On A Hill, Leland Ryken 

described the condition of our culture as a “new barbarianism” 

characterized by relativism and narcissism. These two ideas are 

inseparable. A society rejects the very idea of truth (relativism) with 

disastrous results. Then, in a world void of absolute truth, every 

person does “what is right in his own eyes” (narcissism, cf. Judges 

21:25). As churches uncritically embrace the culture, the new 

barbarianism seeps in and begins to metastasize.  

The new sermon series speaks to this situation. “Truth Matters” has 

a double meaning. It can refer to a series of truth-topics, such as the 

32 articles of The Baptist Confession of Faith (these are the subjects 

of our new sermon series). Or, it can declare that truth is significant. 

Indeed, we believe that nothing matters more than truth. The first 

two sermons of this series serve as an introduction. They will 

answer two questions that focus on relativism and narcissism, 

respectively. First, why do we need to study doctrine today? 

Second, is a historical confession faith really relevant today? 
 

 I. Catastrophe awaits any people who reject God’s truth. 
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A. God has spoken, but people refuse to listen. 
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B. Those who reject his word “run amuck.” 18b 

 

1. They descend into idolatry. 

 

2 They descend into anarchy. 

 

3. They descend into condemnation. 

 

 II. But God blesses any person who embraces the truth. 
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A. Blessing comes from God.  

 

B. Blessing comes through God’s Word. 

 

1. God blesses each person who hears the 

Word . . . 

 

2. and obeys it. 

 

Today’s take-home truth: God’s blessing on any family, 

church, or society begins with an individual who seeks God’s 

truth and obeys it. 

 

 

 


