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Today’s Message 

 

Date: March 12, 2023 

Speaker: Pastor Steven Thomas 

Title: Not by Chance: The Comfort of Divine Providence 

 

Text: Acts 2:22–24 (ESV)  
22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 

you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did 

through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, 

delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 

you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him 

up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be 

held by it.  

 

Introduction: Today we consider what the Bible teaches us about the 

providence of God. The introduction to Peter’s sermon preached on the 

Day of Pentecost provides a deep and encouraging case study in the topic. 

 

Today’s take-home truth: In the message of Jesus Christ we learn 

that “what God ordains is always good.”1
 

 

 I. On the Day of Pentecost, Peter preached a sermon that 

focused on Christ. Here is its introduction: 22-24 

 

A. His life: He was accredited by God as the Christ. 22 

 

B His death: He was delivered up by God for a 

predetermined death. 23 

 

C. His resurrection: He was raised up by God’s unassailable 

power. 24 

 

 
1 This quotation is the title of a hymn composed by Samuel Rodigast, 1675. 
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 II. Some observations from the text about the providence of 

God. 

 

A. God works in the details of history to carry out his 

eternal decree.  

 

B. God works in history in two ways: 

 

1. Sometimes he acts directly in history (primary 

causation). 

 

2. Sometimes he acts indirectly in history 

(secondary causation, or the use of “means”). 

 

C. God uses all the choices of mankind, both good and evil, 

to accomplish his own purposes. 

 

1. Men make all choices freely, according to their 

nature. 

 

2. Men are accountable for the evil choices they 

make. 

 

3. But God is not accountable for the evil choices 

men make. 

 

 III. The doctrine of divine providence teaches us comforting 

lessons. 

 

A. We are not at the mercy of merciless chance; God is at 

work in the details of our lives. 

 

B. God has a twin purpose in all the outworking of his 

providence: his glory and our good. 

 

C. When we view life through the lens of this doctrine, God 

humbles us, purifies us, strengthens us, and draws us to 

worship. 

 

 


