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Godly Sorrow, Repentance, and Joy

Text:
2 Corinthians 7:5–13 (ESV)
5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no
rest, but we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear
within. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the
coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the
comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your
longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still
more. 8 For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret
it—though I did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you,
though only for a while. 9 As it is, I rejoice, not because you were
grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt
a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.
10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation
without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 11 For see
what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also
what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear,
what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you
have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. 12 So although I
wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the one who did the wrong,
nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order
that your earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight of
God. 13 Therefore we are comforted.
Introduction: Titus brought news from Corinth to Paul. He reported
that the Corinthians had responded to Paul’s admonitions. They
1

had repented and declared their allegiance to Paul, and thus to the
Lord. The key idea is that Paul’s correction brought them sorrow,
but it was the right kind of sorrow, sorrow that produced
repentance. And their repentance brought joy to all the community
of faith.
I.

II.

III.

God often takes his servants down a painful path. 5-7
A.

Paul experienced great pain in his ministry. . . 5

B.

But God was his source of comfort. 6-7

God often uses pain to accomplish his good purposes. 811
A.

He brings some to repentance through godly grief.

B.

This brings joy to his servants because . . .
1.

Godly grief produces good.

2.

Godly grief produces salvation.

3.

Godly grief produces transformation.

God’s work brings comfort and joy to faithful servants.
12-13
A.

Comfort and joy belong to those who serve fully . . .

B.

with the right motives.

Today’s take-home truth: Let’s seek our joy by participating
in God’s work.
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